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INTRODUCTION

The Independent Asylum Commission — in association with the CITIZEN Organising Foundation — between October 2006
and July 2008, conducted the most comprehensive review of the UK asylum systerm ewver undertaken. The twelve
Commissioners, chaired by Sir johnWaite and Ifath Nawaz, spent eighteen months listening to evidence from all sides of the
debate and all parts of the country, through public hearings, expert witnesses, individual testimony, an opinion poll, focus groups,
People’s Commissions and interviews. They have published recommendations that they believe will safeguard people who seek
sanctuary here, but also restore public support for sanctuary among the British people.

The Independent Asylum Commission’s work s complete — now the CITIZENS for Sanctuary campaign begins the work of
transforming the recommendations into reality.

This booklet has been produced by the Independent Asylum Commission and the CITIZEMNS for Sanctuary campaign to help
ordinary citizens, leaders of CITIZEN member organisations and community groups, and all people of goodwil, to begin the
transformation of how we treat people seeking sanctuary.The booklet identifies ten of the Independent Asylum Commission’s
key findings and proposed solutions, and suggests actions for individuals and groups at a local and national level.

We hope that this inspires you to act, and "be the change you want to see in the world"
CONTRIBUTORS

"1 0WWays for Citizens to Save Sanctuary'is a CITIZEMS for Sanctuary publication in partnership with the Independent Asylum
Commission and the CITIZEN Organising Foundation.

Creative team : Carina Crawford Rolt, Sophie Stephens and Malcolm Corrigall.
Concept, Research and Editorial team : Jonathan Cox, Hratche Koundarjian and |James Souter:
Production team : Chris Jepson (Design) and Kaysha Omole (lllustrations).

Thanks to Meil Jamesan and Austen Ivereigh and the rest of the team at London CITIZENS and to all of the Commissioners
and staff at the Independent Asylum Commission for their contribution.

‘10 WAYS FOR CITIZENS TO SAVE SANCTUARY’ -

This booklet does what it says on the tinl The Independent Asylum Commission made over 180 recommendations, but we
have selected ten where ordinary citizens can make a difference and transform some of those recommendations into reality.
Whoever you are, wherever you live, you'll find something that you can do to make life better for people who seek sanctuary
in the UK.

On each page, this booklet will focus on one issue identified by the Independent Asylum Commission, suggest a solution to
the problem, and provide some practical actions for citizens. There are "What can | do" tips, aimed at individual citizens, at local
communities, and at changing national policy.

Mo-one will be able to do every single action, but feel free to pick and choose ideas, and even think of your own.

And if you are inspired by the ideas and want to know more about the practicalities, there are details of each action and contact
details for our Projects Organiser (who can help with any enquiries) on our website:

www.cltizenstorsanctuary.org.uk

Your own practical action may not seem much on its own, but put it alongside the small actions of thousands of other citizens
and together we wil have gane a long way to saving sanctuary

Let us know how you get on with your actions by emailing sanciuary@icof org.uk. We would really like to know how you get
on, read any stories you would like to share with others, and find out what difference your action made. Don't be shy! We
would love to share your success as an encouragement to others to act too!
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Encourage
your local MP,
newspaper and council
to use alternatives to
‘agyhum’ like
‘sanctuary’.

people seeking
sanctuary from
pergecution avoid
using the term
‘agylum’.

(=]
o
P
=
]
)
~
3
oa
£y
O
N
o
=
i
|
=
=
o)
=
=
£
E

A RECENT OPINION POLL SHOWED THAT MORE PEOPLE ASSOCIATE THE WORD ‘ASYLUM' WITH MENTAL ILLNESS THAN WITH PROVIDING A SAFE HAVEN TO THOSE FLEEING PERSECUTION.



British public is
confused about the
reasons people come to
the UK, mixing up people

seeking sanctuary from
persecution with those
who come to work

and study.
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language carefully
g0 that you use the
right terms for people who newspaper editor to
come seeking sanctuary, update their style guide

and for other legitimate to include terms such
reasons such as to study as sanctuary.

10 minutes on the
internet or in the
library researching the
different reasons that
people come to the UE,
such a8 to seek
sanctuary, study
OF Work.

your friends the
link to the UN's anline
game ‘Against All Odds’
and find out with them
what it ig like for
those who flese
persecution.

. www.citizensforsanctuary.org.uk
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69.7% OF THE PUBLIC THINK THAT INFORMATION THEY RECEIVE REGARDING MIGRATION, DOES NOT DISTINGUISH CLEARLY ENOUGH BETWEEN DIFFERENT MIGRANT GROUPS.




the book ‘Bloody
Foreigners’ by Robert

Winder to find examples of
gome of the contributions
that refugees have made

to the UE over the
centuries.

Celebrate
the enormous
contribution that
refugees have made
o the

Encourage

your church,

mosque or school to
hold an event celebrating
the contribution of
refugees to the UK - or
even to your
community.

your local chip
ghop if they will
support Refugee Week by
displaying a poster or leaflet
explaining how fish and
chips was brought to
the UK by
refugees.

1 AND CHIPS, MARKS AND SPENCER, AND THE MINI WOULD NOT EXIST.
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